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THE NEW, IMPROVED CRAIG HENKEL
by
Eric Wiltse
UM Information Services

Good things are worth waiting for.
any longer
Grizzly basketball fans, however, need not wait/for Craig Henkel.
here.

He's definitely

After investing much time and hard work, Henkel is now emerging as a quality

forward in the Big Sky Conference.
One of the keys to Henkel's recent improvement is a strong positive attitude.

"I

don't feel I have a weak point," he says, "only areas in which I can become sharper."
Craig is not boasting.

Rather, he is speaking with the same self-assurance and confidence

he displays on the court.
There are no glaring weaknesses in Henkel's game.

A consistent scores ar>d rebounder,

he is proficient in all phases of the game.
Henkel has improved most significantly this season in his shooting accuracy.
Currently he ranks among the conference leaders in field goal and free throw accuracy with
57.3% and 80% marks, respectively.
Henkel doesn't have the outside shooting touch of teammate Allen Nielsen or the board
strength of the third junior forward, Charlie Yankus.
in-between them.

Craig feels that he fits "somewhere

I do a little of everything which may give me an extra edge."

At

6'7", he also has an extra inch over Nielsen and Yankus.
Craig also attributes his improved game to increased confidence.
tended to pass off when I had a good chance to score.

Now I'm trying to take charge a

little more, put the ball up and be more inspirational to the team."
-more-

"In the past I
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There is a lot of pressure on Craig to perforin consistently this year.

With

Michael Ray Richardson moved to the backcourt, the UM coaching staff is depending on
Henkel and the other two junior forwards to pick up the slack on the front line.
on
"I'm looked upon to rebound and score more. The team is working/getting the ball
inside and I'm definitely needed to contribute more at both ends of the court," Henkel
says.
Far from content with his output this season, Craig realizes he must continually
work on all aspects of his game, particularly defense.

"I've got to be more aggressive

and get better positioning for rebounds."
At Libby High School, Craig played on a fast-breaking team and was mainly an outside
shooter.

Considered by many to be the best prep player in the state, he led the Loggers

with 25 points and 16.9 boards per game in 1974-75.

Craig still likes to run and switches

quickly from offense to defense.
However, the transition to the college game, which causes problems for many athletes,
also hampered Craig.

He found he

couldn't muscle his way inside as much as

he used to.

And, the Grizzly game plan called

for him to become abetter inside scorer.

Craig

re-adjusted his playing style and

progressed steadily in his first two yea:

UM. He

is now comfortably at home in his forward role.
This season, Henkel's rebirth started with a good game against St. Cloud State.
Coincidentally, the game fell on his 21st birthday and Craig celebrated with ten points
and a game-high ten rebounds.
Since then he has scored in double figures six out of eight games.

Playing only 28

minutes against the College of Great Falls, Craig hit nine of ten shots for
his best tally ever as a Grizzly.

18 points,

For his efforts, he was awarded honorable mention Big

Sky Player of the Week.
Although he's never really been away, Craig Henkel has finally arrived as a fullfledged threat to Grizzly basketball opponents.
###

